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skills, and who receive positive early inter-
ventions demonstrate academic progress,
and are significantly less likely to be re-
ferred to special education;

Whereas the high cost of educating chil-
dren with disabilities and the Federal Gov-
ernment’s failure to fully meet its obligation
under the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act drain school budgets, jeopardize
the quality of education provided by local
schools, and place a significant burden on
State and local taxpayers;

Whereas if the appropriation for part B of
the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (20 U.S.C. 1411 et seq.) exceeds
$4,924,672,200 for a fiscal year, the State fund-
ing formula will shift from one based solely
on the number of children with disabilities
in the State to one based on 85 percent of the
children ages 3 to 21 living in the State and
15 percent based on children living in pov-
erty in the State, enabling States to under-
take good practices for addressing the learn-
ing needs of more children in the regular
education classroom and reduce over identi-
fication of children who may not need to be
referred to special education;

Whereas the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act has been successful in achiev-
ing significant increases in the number of
children with disabilities who receive a free,
appropriate public education;

Whereas the current level of Federal fund-
ing to States and localities under the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act is
contrary to the goal of ensuring that chil-
dren with disabilities receive a quality edu-
cation; and

Whereas the Federal Government has
failed to appropriate 40 percent of the na-
tional average per pupil expenditure per
child with a disability as required under the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
to assist States and localities to educate
children with disabilities: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the Congress
and the President—

(1) should, working within the constraints
of the balanced budget agreement, give pro-
grams under the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.)
the highest priority among Federal elemen-
tary and secondary education programs by
meeting the commitment to fund the max-
imum State grant allocation for educating
children with disabilities under such Act
prior to authorizing or appropriating funds
for any new education initiative; and

(2) should meet the commitment described
in paragraph (1) while retaining the commit-
ment to fund existing Federal education pro-
grams that increase student achievement.

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President,
today, joined by many of my col-
leagues, I am submitting a Senate con-
current resolution calling for a delay
in authorizing or appropriating of
funds for new educational initiatives
until we fully fund IDEA, the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act.
My colleague, Representative GOOD-
LING, is introducing a companion reso-
lution in the House today as well.

In 1975 Congress made a commitment
to contribute up to 40 percent of the
national average per pupil expenditure
(APPE) for each child with a disability
being educated by our Nation’s schools.
We are nowhere close to that target of
40 percent. We are committed to
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achieving that target, and until we do
reach the target, we should refrain
from undertaking major new education
commitments.

According to the latest estimates
from the Department of Education,
this school year there are 6.1 million
children with disabilities being served
by our Nation’s schools. States and
local communities are spending $72.9
billion of non-federal dollars to educate
these children. The federal contribu-
tion available to use in this school year
is $3.8 billion. That level of funding
represents 10.8 percent of the national
average per pupil expenditure for each
child with a disability. That represents
a mere $635.83 per child. It’s time to de-
liver on the missing 29.2 percent.

In a letter of March 24, 1999, the Na-
tional School Boards Association urges
us to increase funding for IDEA by $2.1
billion a year for the next ten years. It
reports that 38 cents of every new tax
dollar is being spent on special edu-
cation. Local school districts des-
perately need our help. If IDEA had
been fully funded in fiscal year 1999,
my State, Vermont, would have re-
ceived $20 million more than the $5.7
million it will receive this July 1.

By putting our urge to create and
fund new initiatives on hold and by fo-
cusing on increased funding for IDEA
as our first priority, we will be giving
relief to school districts, resources to
teachers, hope to parents, and opportu-
nities to children with disabilities.

Please join us in cosponsoring this
important resolution.

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ESTAB-
LISHING THE CONGRESSIONAL
BUDGET FOR THE UNITED
STATES GOVERNMENT

DOMENICI AMENDMENT NO. 252

Mr. DOMENICI proposed an amend-
ment to the motion to instruct con-
ferees proposed by Mr. KENNEDY to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 68)
establishing the congressional budget
for the United States Government for
fiscal year 2000 and setting forth appro-
priate budgetary levels for each of fis-
cal years 2001 through 2009; as follows:

At the end add the following in the con-
ference report;

(1) amendment #176, offered in the Senate
by Senator Roth and Breaux, regarding
Medicare reform; and

(2) Section 209 of the Senate-passed resolu-
tion, offered in the Budget Committee by
Senator Snowe and Wyden, regarding the use
of on-budget surpluses for a prescription
drug benefit.

———

NOTICES OF HEARINGS
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce that a closed
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hearing has been scheduled before the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. This hearing is titled: ‘“‘Dam-
age to the National Security from Chi-
nese Espionage at DOE Nuclear Weap-
ons Laboratories.”

The hearing will take place on
Wednesday, April 14, 1999, at 9:30 a.m.
in room 219 of the Hart Senate Office
Building in Washington, D.C.

Those who wish further information
may write to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, U.S. Senate,
Washington, D.C. 20510.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, 1
would like to announce that the Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs will meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, April 14, 1999, at 1:45 p.m.
to conduct an oversight hearing on
welfare reform implementation in In-
dian country. The hearing will be held
in room 485 of the Russell Senate Office
Building.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FORESTS AND PUBLIC LAND

MANAGEMENT

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I would
like to announce for the public that a
hearing previously announced has been
rescheduled before the Subcommittee
on Forests and Public Land Manage-
ment of the Senate Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

The hearing scheduled for Wednes-
day, April 14, 1999, at 2 in room SD-366
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building
in Washington, D.C. has been canceled.

Alternatively, the hearing will take
place on Wednesday, April 28, 1999, at 2
p.m. in room SD-366 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building in Washington,
D.C.

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on S. 415, a bill to
amend the Arizona Statehood and Ena-
bling Act in order to protect the per-
manent trust funds of the State of Ari-
zona from erosion due to inflation and
modify the basis on which distributions
are made from the funds, and S. 607, a
bill to reauthorize and amend the Na-
tional Geologic Mapping Act of 1992.

Those who wish to submit written
statements should write to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C.
20510. For further information, please
call Amie Brown or Mike Menge (202)
224-6170.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday,
April 13, 1999, in open session, to re-
ceive testimony from the unified com-
manders on their military strategy and
operational requirements in review of
the fiscal year 2000 Defense Authoriza-
tion Request and Future Years Defense
program.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet on Tuesday, April 13, 1999,
at 2:30 p.m., in closed/open session, to
review submarine warfare in the 2lst
century.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be allowed to meet on
Tuesday, April 13, 1999, at 9:30 a.m. on
Telco/Broadband.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, the
Finance Committee requests unani-
mous consent to conduct a hearing on
Tuesday, April 13, 1999 beginning at 10
a.m. in room 215 Dirksen.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, April 13, 1999 at 2:30
p.m. to hold a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs would
like to request unanimous consent to
hold a hearing on the reductions in
force in the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration (VHA) of the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

The hearing will be held on Tuesday,
April 13, 1999, at 2:30 p.m., in room 418
of the Russell Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ANTITRUST, BUSINESS
RIGHTS, AND COMPETITION

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Antitrust, Business
Rights, and Competition, of the Senate
Judiciary Committee, be authorized to
hold a hearing during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, April 13, 1999 at 10
a.m. in room 226 of the Senate Dirksen
Office Building, on: ““S. 467, the Anti-
trust Merger Review Act: Accelerating
FCC Review of Mergers.”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND
MANAGEMENT

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support of the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
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at 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 13, 1999,
in open session, to receive testimony
on Department of Defense land with-
drawals and environmental programs
in review of the defense authorization
request for fiscal year 2000 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITUTION,
FEDERALISM AND PROPERTY RIGHTS

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on the Constitution, Fed-
eralism and Property Rights of the
Committee on the Judiciary, be au-
thorized to hold an executive business
meeting during the session of the Sen-
ate on Tuesday, April 13, 1999, at 2 p.m.,
in room 226 of the Senate Dirksen Of-
fice Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO CAL RIPKEN, SR.

e Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, on
March 25, the game of baseball experi-
enced a tremendous loss when former
Baltimore Orioles’ manager, coach and
minor-league player Cal Ripken, Sr.,
passed away at the age of 63.

Cal Ripken, Sr. was a monumental
figure in Baltimore’s baseball heritage.
For nearly four decades, Cal Sr. was
the heart of the Baltimore Orioles’ or-
ganization. He exemplified everything
that is good about baseball and about
America—hard work, dedication and
integrity. He taught his sons, Cal
Ripken, Jr. and Bill Ripken, to play
baseball when they were young and in-
spired in them his own legendary love
of our national pastime.

In 1987, Cal Sr. was named manager
of the Orioles, and became the first fa-
ther to manage two sons simulta-
neously at the major league level.
Ripken Sr. retired in 1992, having spent
36 years with the Orioles’ organization.

I will never forget going to the ball
park, year after year, and seeing the
competitive fire Cal Ripken, Sr.
brought to the Orioles. He knew how to
bring out the best in the players he
coached and managed.

Cal Ripken, Sr. will be remembered
for what he instilled in his family, in
Baltimore and in all of us: work hard,
show up every day, and always give it
everything you’ve got. His spirit will
live forever in the hearts of every Bal-
timore Oriole and every Oriole fan.e

————

RECOGNIZING INNOVATIVE EDU-
CATION AT OAK HARBOR ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL

® Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, today I
would like to recognize a school in Oak
Harbor, Washington for their wonderful
success in becoming a ‘school of
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choice.” Oak Harbor Elementary is an-
other shining example for why I began
my ‘“Innovation in Education Award”
program—to highlight to my col-
leagues in the good things that are
happening in education at the local
level.

When Oak Harbor Elementary under-
went a massive remodel of its north
annex, originally built in 1934, it had
the opportunity to add 200 more stu-
dents to its student body. Rather than
change attendance boundary areas, the
school board and superintendent saw it
as an opportunity to make it a magnet
school to draw students from the most
crowded schools in the district.

Over the course of a year, Principal
Glenda Merwine met with parents and
staff to determine what the ideal ele-
mentary school could look like. After
many meetings, surveys, and discus-
sions, the school chose to make a series
of reforms including: requiring uni-
forms for all students in grades K-5; in-
cluding curriculum in every classroom
about various positive character traits
like honesty, generosity and integrity;
requiring parent compacts for partici-
pation in their children’s education;
and eventually implementing strong
fine arts programs.

With this innovative new structure,
Oak Harbor Elementary attracted over
200 student transfers from other
schools including private schools and
home-schooled children in the area.

The Oak Harbor ‘‘school of choice’ is
now in its second semester under the
new plan. Staff and parents are highly
enthusiastic over the improved dis-
cipline, motivation and achievements
of the entire student body. Ms.
Merwine said she has seen a dramatic
change in the students’ attitudes. The
student body at Oak Harbor Elemen-
tary has increased by 230, yet Ms.
Merwine said suspensions and discipli-
nary incidents decreased dramatically.

She gave one example of how the uni-
forms have brought down artificial bar-
riers between students. Last year, a
kindergartener frequently asked Ms.
Merwine or a teacher to play with her,
claiming the other children wouldn’t.
Ms. Merwine eventually observed an-
other student telling the girl she
wouldn’t play with her because she
wasn’t wearing the ‘‘right brand of
jeans.” This year, on the first day of
school, Ms. Merwine said she saw the
same two girls—now in 1st grade and
wearing mnearly identical uniforms—
happily playing in the school yard.

I hope my colleagues will recognize
the importance educators like Glenda
Merwine, and the exciting things hap-
pening in our local schools when they
are given the freedom to innovate. I for
one, want to do all I can to increase
their flexibility and resources so local
educators—our parents, teachers, prin-
cipals, school board members and su-
perintendents—can continue to make
the best decisions about the education
of our children.e
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